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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

The quality of our workforce, senior leadership team and 
board leaves us well placed to deliver on our strategic 
expectations and for long-term growth.

MARK PEGLER
Non-executive director 

–	 Independent: Yes 
–	 Appointed: October 2022

Mark is an experienced 
FTSE 250 board director, 
having spent over a decade 
as Chief Financial Officer at 
Hill & Smith PLC, overseeing 
significant growth through 
international expansion and 
acquisitions. 

Mark is a non-executive 
director and chair of the 
audit committee at ELE 
Advanced Technologies Ltd, 
a specialist in the production 
of complex and high integrity 
super alloy components for 
the aerospace, industrial 
gas turbine and commercial 
diesel engine markets. He is 
also non-executive Chair  
of IWS Group, a privately  
owned group of  
market-leading product 
brands, manufacturers and 
service companies, providing 
essential services and 
products to the logistics, 
material handling and other 
industrial sectors primarily 
across the UK and Europe.

He is a Fellow of the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales (ICAEW).

ALAN DUNSMORE 
Chief Executive Officer 

–	 Independent: No 
– 	Appointed: 2010

Alan was appointed Chief 
Executive Officer in February 
2018. Prior to this he held 
the position of Group finance 
director from March 2010 
to March 2017 and acting 
chief executive officer from 
April 2017 to January 2018. 
He joined the Group from 
Smiths Group plc. He joined 
Smiths Group’s medical 
division in 1995, holding 
various positions throughout 
the business and from 2004 
was director of finance for 
Smiths Detection. Prior to 
joining Smiths, he was with 
Coopers and Lybrand in 
Glasgow, where he qualified 
as a chartered accountant 
in 1992.

LOUISE HARDY
Non-executive director 
and workforce engagement 
director 

–	 Independent: Yes 
–	 Appointed: 2019

As an executive director, 
Louise was the European 
project excellence director 
at AECOM, responsible 
for project management 
across a portfolio of 10,000 
projects and between 2006 
and 2013, was a director at 
Laing O’Rourke, the largest 
privately owned construction 
company in the UK. At Laing 
O’Rourke she worked within 
the CLM as the delivery 
partner to the Olympic 
delivery authority for the 
London 2012 Olympics. 

Louise is a Fellow of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, 
the Chartered Management 
Institute and the Women’s 
Engineering Society. 
Louise won the European 
Women in Construction 
and Engineering, lifetime 
achievement in construction 
award 2019.

Louise is a non-executive 
director at Travis Perkins plc, 
Balfour Beatty plc and Crest 
Nicholson Holdings plc.

ADAM SEMPLE 
Chief Financial Officer

–	 Independent: No 
– 	Appointed: 2018

Adam joined the Group 
in 2013 from Firth Rixson 
Group, prior to which he was 
with PwC in both Leeds and 
London, where he qualified 
as a chartered accountant 
in 2002. He was appointed 
as Chief Financial Officer 
in February 2018, having 
held the role on an acting 
basis since April 2017. He 
was previously the Group’s 
financial controller.

EXECUTIVES AND NON-EXECUTIVES

CURRENT MEMBERS RETIRING AT THE AGM

KEVIN WHITEMAN  N  R
Chair 

•	 Independent: Yes 

•	 Appointed: 2014 to the board and 2020 as Chair

ALUN GRIFFITHS  N  R A
Senior independent director 

•	 Independent: Yes 

•	 Appointed: 2014
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DEREK RANDALL 
Executive director and Chair 
at JSW Severfield Structures 

–	 Independent: No 
–	 Appointed: 2011

Derek previously held the 
position of executive director 
for business development 
and was managing director 
of JSW Severfield Structures 
Limited (JSSL), our joint 
venture in India, for 11 years 
until April 2024. He is now 
non-executive Chair of JSSL. 
Before joining the Group, 
most of Derek’s career was 
with Corus Group (now Tata 
Steel) where his last position 
was as commercial director 
of the long products division. 
Derek has held a number of 
international board positions 
with Corus and served on the 
executive council of the Steel 
Construction Institute.

CHARLIE CORNISH 
Non-executive director  
(and Chair designate) 

–	 Independent: Yes 
–	 Appointed: May 2024 

Charlie, who joined the board 
on 1 May 2024, is set to take 
over as chair following the 
AGM on 30 July 2024 when 
Kevin Whiteman steps down.

Charlie spent 13 years as CEO 
of Manchester Airports Group 
(‘MAG’) and managing director 
of United Utilities Group 
plc’s (‘UU’) Utilities Solutions 
business, and brings a wealth 
of experience to Severfield.

During his time as CEO of 
MAG, he was responsible 
to the board for developing 
corporate strategies, 
delivering financial returns, 
securing stretching growth 
targets, leading M&A 
opportunities, developing 
relationships with key 
governmental officials and 
leadership of the Group. 

He has substantial experience 
of developing strategy, 
leading, and managing 
change in large complex 
businesses in a variety of 
different sectors in the UK 
and internationally.

KEVIN WHITEMAN 
Chair 

–	 Independent: Yes 
– 	Appointed: 2014 to the 

board and 2020 as Chair

A chartered engineer, Kevin 
was chief executive of Kelda 
Group and Yorkshire Water 
for a period of eight years. 
Kevin was non-executive 
Chair of both companies 
from 2010 to March 2015. 
He was Chair of the privately 
owned NG Bailey from 2013 
to 2023, and a non-executive 
director and chair of the 
remuneration committee 
of Cadent Gas Limited from 
2018 to 2021. 

Kevin was previously Chief 
Executive Officer for the 
National Rivers Authority, 
regional director of the 
Environment Agency, and 
has held a number of senior 
positions within British Coal. 
He was also chair for Wales 
and West Gas Networks 
(UK) Limited and has been a 
trustee for WaterAid UK.
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ALUN GRIFFITHS 
Senior independent director 

–	 Independent: Yes 
– 	Appointed: 2014

Alun was a main board 
member at leading 
engineering consultancy 
WS Atkins plc from 2007 
to 2014 and held a number 
of business leadership 
and corporate roles, most 
recently as Group HR 
director. 

Alun has significant 
experience in HR and 
organisation development, 
business development and 
project delivery. He chairs 
the transaction committee at 
the Ramboll Group (providing 
oversight for major bids and 
M&A), is an independent 
board member of the 
Remuneration Consultants 
Group, a member of the 
council of the University of 
Bath and is on the board of 
the Ports of Jersey.
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